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Libraries  in  Secondary  Schools. 


It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this' paper  to  treat  of  reading  for 
the  young,  nor  of  the  relation  of  public  libraries  to  the  public 
schools,  nor  will  it  consider  that  class  of  school  libraries  which 

are  really  public  city  libraries,  controlled  by  the  ^oard  of 

*  ■ 

Education,  as  illustrated  by  the  Public  Library  of  Fenver.  These 
will  only  be  touched  as  they  bear  upon  the  subject  in  hand. 

In  August  1890,  the  Libra ry  Journal  contained  an  urgent  appeal 
for  the  c  onsi  derat  iorf  of  "School  libraries,  particularly  of  the 
higher,  the  secondary  schools."  It  has  remained  for  the  present 
program  to  accept  the  suggestion,  and  the  sources  of  information 
are  few.  The  term  "secondary  schools  is  here  used  to  include 
high  schools,  academies,  and  such  other  institutions  as  give 
instruction  between  the  graded  schools  and  the  colleges. 

In  1876,  the  U.  Bureau  of  Education  devoted  twenty  pages 
to  "School  libraries"  but  dismissed  the  separate  subject  of  "Libra- 
rias  of  schools  for  secondary  instruction"  with  less  than  one  page. 
The  Library  Journal  has  no  one  article  devoted  to  school  libraries,' 


although  it  contains  several  accounts  ofi  district  libraries  in 
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articles  on  library  legislation  and  library  history,  and  it  does 
not  specifically  treat  of  libraries  in  secondary  schools. 

To  clearly  understand  the  question  and  to  realize  how  little 
the  secondary  schools  have  been  considered,  it  is  necessary  to 
briefly  review  existing  conditions  in  relation  to  school  libraries 
as  a  whole,  as  shown  by  facts  kindly  contributed  by  the  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  Public  Mbi«a  ry  Instruction  in  each  state. 

No  information  has  been  received  from  Delaware,  Georgia,  Idaho, 
Oregon,  and  Tennessee.  The  state  superintendent^  report  no 
legislation  for  school  libraries  in  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida, 
Louisiana,  Massachusetts,  Mississippi,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hamp- 
shire,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  Vermont, 
Washington,  West  Virginia,  and  Wyoming;  in  some  cases  because  of 
financial  depression  and  in  others  because  of  a  strong  movement  for 
public  libraries.  Twenty-two  of  the  states  report  more  or  less 
favorably  with  variations  as  to  authority,  money,  and  books,  as 
shown  in  the  following  summary; 

Aut ho  rity . 

qC 

Califo  mia . —  The  state  Board  of  Education  shall  recommend  a  list 


of  books  for  district  school  libraries.  The  power  of 
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the  state  board  is  simply  recommendatory  and  only  such 
books  as  have  been  adopted  by  the  country  or  city  $o  rds 
of  education  can  be  bought. 

The  ^ oard  of  )L  rus  tees  and  city  Board  of  Education 
must  expend  the  library  fund  for  school  apparatus  and 
books . 

Colorado.  The  qualified  electors  of  any  district  of  the  third 

class  may  order  a  sufficient  levy  on  all  the  taxable 


> 


> 


property  of  the  district  to  procure  libraries  for  the 
schools . 

Connect  icut  . —  The  Treasurer  of  the  ?itate;  upon  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  ^tate  Board  of  Education  shall  pay 
money  to  every  school  district  and  to  every  town  main¬ 
taining  a  high  school  which  shall  raise  an  equal  amount 
for  the  same  purpose,  to  establish  and  maintain  a  schoo] 
library  within  such  dist  rict.  The  joint  board  of 
selectmen  and  school  visitors  in  each  town  shall  have 
p ower  to  appropriate  tooney  for  the  purchase  of  books 
to  be  used  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town. 
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Florida The  trustees  of  a  district  may  spend  money  for  libraries 
if  they  see  fit. 

Illinois  .QSvery  school  district  board  is  authorized  to  purchase 

or 

a  libra  ry^to  increase  its  library. 

Indi  ana.  Township  libraries  are  provided  for  by  law,  but  they  are 
gradually  dying  out.  Their  place  is  being  taken  by  the 
Young  People’s  Reading  C i rcle three  fourths  of  the 
districts  in  the  state  now  have  5  to  250  books  suitable 
for  young  people.  The  ^oard  of  the  Circle  selects  the 
books  and  in  many  places  the  township  trustees  buy  the 
books  and  the  county  commissioners  allow  their  bills,  so 
that  pa^t4-<«jlr.-j*ly  the  state  enjoys  the  advantages  of  the 
district  library  law. 

Iowa. —  Electors  may  vote  a  tax  for  procuring  district  libraries. 

Kansas . _  The  school  districts  of  the  state  may  at  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  each  year  vote  a  tax  upon  all  the  taxable  property 

of  the  district,  and  the  money  so  collected  shall  be  used 
under  the  direction  of  the  fioard  of  Directors  for  buying 
a  school  district  library  and  for  no  other  purpose. 
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Kentucky 


Maryl  and 


Michigan, 


Minnesota 


Miss  ouri 


Mont  ana 


Each  school  district  may  have  a  library.  The  Trustees 
must  select,  buy,  and  care  for  district  libraries. 

The  law  states  that  district  school  libraries  ought  to  be 
established  in  each  school-house  district  under  the  care 
of  the  teacher  as  librarian.  Books  must  be  selected  by 
The  Board  of  district  school  trustees. 

Township  and  district  libraries  are  authorized.  Books 
shall  be  selected  by  district  officers. 

The  superintendent  of  public  instruction  and  the  presi- 
doits  of  the  normal  schools  of  the  state  are  directed  to 
prepare  a  list  of  books  suitable  for  school  libraries. 

Any  school  district  which  shall  have  bought  books 
selected  from  theslist  and  shall  have  properly  cared  for 
them  shall  receive  financial  aid  from  the  state. 

The  school  board  has  a  right  to  appropriate  money  for 
school  libraries, 

A  library  fund  is  created  and  the  board  of  school  trustees 
must  expend  the  library  fund  for  books  for  a  school,  library: 
The  sup  erint  endentr  of  public  instruction  shall  prepare 
and  furnish  to  school  officers,  through  the  county  super- 
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intendents,  lists  of  publications  approved  by  him  as 
suitable  for  school  libraries. 

» 

Nebraska  It  is  within  the  authority  of  a  school-district  or  a 

—  T\ 

board  of  education  to  appropriate  a  certain  fund  for 
library  purposes. 

New  Jersey  The  treasurer  of  the  school  fund,  upon  the  order  of  the 
state  superintendent  of  education,  is  authorized  to  pay 
to  each  public  school  money  to  establish  and  to  maintain 
a  school  library  provided  the  school  hhall  have  raised 
an  equal  amount  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  selection  of  books  shall  be  approved  by  the  school 
trustees  of  each  aistrict. 

New  Yo  rk  Each  city  and  school  district  in  the  state  is  authorized 
to  raise  moneys  by  tax  for  starting  or  extending  or 
caring  for  the  school  library.  The  state  superintendent 
apportions  and  ma«l^  rules  for  using  school  library*% 
money.  Books  must  be  approved  by  the  state  superinten¬ 
dent  of  public  instruction. 

North  Dakota  The  state  superintendent  shall  prepare  and  furnish  to 
tire  school  officers,  through  the  county  superintendent, 
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lists  of  publications  approved  by  h  im  as  suitable  for 
district  libraries. 

Ohio  In  any  district  the  board  of  education  may  appropriate 

money  from  the  contingent  fund  for  the  purchase  of  such 
books,  other  than  school  books,  as  it  may  deem  suitable 
for  the  use  and  improvement  of  the  scholars  and  teachers 
of  the  district. 

Pennsylvania  The  board  of  school  directors  in  each  c  orrmon  school 

district  is  authorized  to  establish  and  maintain  a  library 

"vvxcl ^  \e.\u  a.  y.  ^b-r  'VV\« 

4V\p  \\ \ a/y kA  ,  '  '  ' 

(This  law  passed  both  Houses  in  May  189  5,  UVhen  reported 
in  June  the  j/overnor  had  not  signed  it  but  there  was  no 
opposition  expected.) 

Rhode  Island  The  state  law  has  always  authorized  the  establishment 
of  school  libraries  but  no  state  aid  was  given  until 
about  twelve  years  ago,  when  a  small  appropriation  v/as 
made  for  school  apparatus  and  books  of  reference. 

Vi  rg  inia  The  constitution  of  the  state  authorizes  the  state  board 
of  education  to  provide  for  furnishing  school  houses  with 
such  libraries  as  may  be  necessary.  No  action  has  been 
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taken  in  regard  to  the  matter,  however,  as  the  board  has 
had  no  money  for  the  purpose. 

Under  the  constitution  the  state  board  of  education  is 
to  select  a  list  of  books  for  use  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  state,  from  which  list  country  and  city  boards 
select  books  for  their  schools, 

Wi sc  onsin  The  treasurer  of  each  town  shall  annually  withhold  money 
received  from  the  school  fund  income,  to  be  used  in  the 
purchase  of  school  libraries.  The  state  superintendent 

e-nT\ 

of  public  instruction  shall  annually  or  biannual-ly  pre¬ 
pare  a  list  of  approved  books  for  school  libraries. 

Each  year  the  town  clerk,  with  the  county  superintendent 
of  schools,  shall  spend  all  money  withheld  b y  t he  town 
treasurer  in  the  purchase  of  books  selected  from  the 
lists  prepared  by  the  state  superintendent  and  shall 
distribute  the  books  among  the  several  school  districts 
in  proportion  to  the  money  withheld  fe-r  each. 

Money . 


California  Except  in  cities  not  divided  into  school  districts  the 
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^  Colorad  o  . 

library  fund  is  ten  per  cent,  of  the  state  school  fund 

annually  apportioned  to  the  district,  unless  tender 

cent,  exceed  fifty  dollars,  in  which  case  it  is  fifty 

dollars.  In  cities  not  divided  into  school  districts 

the  library  fund  is  fifty  dollars  annually  for  every  one 

thousand  children  from  five  to  seventeen  years  of  age._,^ 

The  library  fund  is  a  sufficient  levy  on  al£  taxable 

property  in  the  district,  ___ __ 

Connec  ti  cut  •  (£en  d  ol  la r sj  Th e  appropriat  ion  ^to  establish  a 


library  and  five  dollars  annually  to  maintain  it.  If  the 

number  of  pupils  in  any  school  exceeds  one  hindrcd,  the 

treasurer  shall  pay  five  dollars  annually  for  every  one 

hundred  or  fraction  of  one  hundred  pupils  over  the  first 

one  hundred. 

Florida. 

The  library  fund  may  be  any  part  of  a  three  mills  special 

tax,  prescribed  by  the  trustees  of  the  district. 

Illinois 

Books  are  paid  for  out  of  the  unexpended  balance  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  when  ordinary  expenses  have  been  (^id, 

Iowa  < 

The  library  fund  is  a  portion  of  the  school  tax  decided 

by  vote.  The  school  tax  does  not  exceed  ten  mills  on  the 
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Kansas 


Kentucky 


Ma  r  yl  and 


Michigan 


dollar  in  any  one  year  on  the  taxable  property  of  the 
district  township. 

The  library  fund  is  derived  from  a  tax  not  to  exceed  two 
mills  on  the  dollar,  provided  that  in  districts  where 
the  taxable  property  is  more  than  $20,000  and  not  more 
than  $30^000,  there  shall  not  be  levied  more  than  one 
and  one-half  mills  on  the  collar,  and  when  the  taxable 
property  is  more  than  $30000  and  not  more  than  $50000 
there  shall  not  be  levied  more  than  one  mill  on  the  dollar 
and  in  all  cases  where  the  taxable  property  of  the 
district  shall  exceed  $50000  there  shall  not  be  levied 
more  than  one-half  mill  on  the  dollar. 

No  tax  is  provided  for  the  district  libraries  though  a 
small  tax  is  levied  to  maintain  the  teacher's  libraries. 
Ten  dollars  annually  is  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  ^oard 
of  County  School  Commissioners  out  of  the  state  school 
fund  to  any  school  house  district  as  long  as  the  people 
of  the  district  raise  the  same  amount  annually. 

Fines  for  any  breach  of  penal  laws  of  the  state  and  for 


penalties  in  criminal  proceedings,  and  all  equivalents 
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Mi  nn  eso  ta 


Missouri 


for  exemptions  from  military  duty  shall  be  apportioned 

by  the  county  treasurer  among  the  several  townships  in 

the  county  according  to  the  number  of  children  between 

five  and  twenty- 4=*-^  years  of  age  in  the  townships. 

This  money  shall  be  used  for  the  support  of  township  and 

district  libraries  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall  order  the 

state  auditor  to  pay  to  any  school  district  one  haltf 

the  amount  which  it  has  spent  for  its  school  library 

under  the  provisions  of  the  law;  provided  that  no  district 
upov\  *tV\e  •sA aA e_*iw e -wV,  w  &-r  ■V\\a  \  Xc\\  4  ollarj 

shall  rec  eive  more  than  twenty  dollars^Tupon  any  subse¬ 
quent  statement.  The  sum  of  $10000  is  annually  appro¬ 
priated  , 

It  is  recommended  that  on  Library  Day,  the  Friday  suc¬ 
ceeding  Thanksgiving,  an  earnest  effort  be  made  in  each 
school  district  to  raise  at  least  a  small  library  fund 
by  entertainment,  subscription,  or  otherwise.  The  day 

.  -O' 

has  not  been  appointed  by  law,  fio  many  schools  observe 
it  at  more  convenient  times  and  some  do  not  observe  it 
at  all,  but  it  is  reported  as  being  on  the  whole  satis- 
fac  tory . 
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Mo  n  tan  a 


New  Jers 


New  York 


Except  in  cities  having  a  population  of  two  thousand  or 
more,  the  library  fund  shall  be  not  less  than  five  per 
cent,  nor  more  than  ten  per  cent*  of  the  county  school  fund 
annually  apportioned  in  the  dist  rictf;  provided^  that,  should 
such  ten  per  cent,  exceed  fifty  dollarss  f^ifty  dollars 
only  shall  be  apportioned  to  the  district. 

C. 

In  cities  having  a  popula  tion°  two  thousand  or  more  the 
library  fund  shall  be  not  more  than  fifty  dollars  for 
every  five  hundred  children  or  fraction  thereof  of  three 
hundred  or  more  between  six  and  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
annually  taken  from  the  general  school  fund  of  the 
county  apportioned  to  such  district, 
y  -twenty  dollars  The  library  fund  out  of  t h » 


e  income 


of  the  school  fund  to  establish  a  libra  ry^^Ten  dollars 
annually  to  maintain  ,  provided  the  school  raises  an 
equal  amount.  This  money  shall  be  used  for  books  and 
apparat  us . 

$55000  annually  is  appropriated  for  school  library  books. 
No  portion  of  the  school  library  money  shall  be  expended 
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ex  c  eit  for  books  approved  by  the  state  superintendent 
of  instruction.  The  locality  must  raise  an  equal  amount. 

K 


North  Dakota  The  law  allows  any  district  school  board  to  spend 


fi  fty  dollars  for  a  district  library,  Nrfi  t  h  th  e  con  sent 
of  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  a  school  district,  the 
district  school  board  may  buy  a  library  of  the  value  of 


more  than  fifty  dollars,  but  not  to  exceed  five  hundred 
dollars , 


Ohio 


Appropriations  for  sc hool *  1 ibraries  shall  not  exceed,  in 


any  one  year,  twelve  hundred  dollars  in  city  districts 
containing  cities  of  the  first  grade  of  the  first  class. 
Three  hundred  dollars  in  other  city  districts  of  t  he  first 
class.  One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  city  districts 
of  the  second  class,  and  seventy-five  dollars  in  other 
districts.  One  half  of  this  amount  may  be  spent  for 
apparatus . 

For  the  purpose  of  increasing  and  maintaining  the  school 
libraries  of  city  districts  the  board  of  education  may 
levy  annually  a  tax  of  one  tenth  one  mill  on  the  dollar 
valuation  ef  taxable  property  in  the  district. 


Penns  yl  vania  The  board  may  levy  a  tax  not  to  exceed  one  mill  in 
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any  one  year  on  the  valuation  of  the  property  assessed 
for  school  purposes  in  the  district. 

Rhode  I  si and  Only  twBnty  dollars  annually  is  allowed  to  each 

district.  The  lav/  fixes  no  limit  to  the  amount  a  district 
may  spend  for  libraries,  but  the  state  superintendent 
reports  that  no  district  has  ever  spent  much  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  that  only  in  one  or  two  cases. 
Before  state  aid  is  given,  vouchers  must  be  presented  to 
the  c  cmrr.issioner  of  public  schools,  showing  what  the 
district  or  town  has  spent  as  the  basis  of  its  claim  for 
sttat  e  ai  d. 

Wise ons in  The  treasurer  of  each  town  shall  withhold  annually  from 
the  money  received  frem  the  school  fund  income  for  the 
several  school  districts  whose  school  houses  are  located 
in  the  town  of  which  he  is  the  treasurer,  an'  amount  equal 
to  ten  cents  for  each  person  of  school  age  living  in  such 
district  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

Select  ion  of  Books  and  Printed  Lists. 


California  The  lav/  indicates  what  books  ana  apparatus  may  be  bought 
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with  the  library  fund  and  states  distinctly  that  school 
supplies,  such  as  chalk,  pencils,  ink,  etc.,  cannot  be 
purchased  with  the  library  fund.  The  books  selected  are 
of  a  general  nature,  as  well  as  for  supplementary  reading 
A  classified  price-list  was  published  in  1892.  It  in¬ 
cludes  books  suitable  for  high  schools. 

Connec  ticut  The  selection  must  consist  of  books  of  reference  and 

other  books  to  be  used  in  connection  with  fcfee  school  work. 
The  published  list  is  classified  and  priced,  including 
about  one  hundred  books  for  the  heme  reading  of  children 
between  eight  and  fifteen  years  of  age  in  a  country 
school.  Books  for  the  younger  children  are  starred  and 
the  list  of  U.  S.  historical  fiction  indicates  the  period 
covered  by  each  book.  A  course  of  supplementary  reading 
for  public  schools  follows.  The  fact  that  Miss  Hewins 
of  Hartford  was  on  the  committee  which  prepared  the  list 
vouches  for  its  excellence, 

I owa  There  is  a  short  gener  al  list  arranged  under  publishers. 

Kan sas  The  district  board  in  the  purchase  of  books  is  confined 


to  works  of  history,  biography,  science,  and  travels 
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Marylan d  The  state  board  of  education  is  authorized  to  publish 

a  list,  from  which  all  sectarian  and  partisan  books  shall 

■p*r  'CSC. 

be  excluded.  A  classified  list  of  general  books  adapted 
to  the  different  grades  was  published  in  1893. 

Michigan  The  law  specifies  a  working  library  selected  first  of  all 
to  assist  pupils  in  a  proper  study  of  geography,  history, 
and  literature.  A  classified*  priced  list  has  been 

t'K'vr-t  wj 

published5in  groups  costing,’  five,  ten,  twenty*- five  and 
fifty  dollars, all  for  supplementary  reading. 

Minn  eso ta  The  list  must  include  books  of  reference,  history, 

biography,  literature,  political  economy,  agriculture, 
travel,  and  natural  science.  A  classified  priced  list 
with  full  descriptive  notes  has  been  published.  This 
includes  books  for  high  schools. 

Missouri  The  state  superintendent  publishes  a  list  of  books  in 
his  annual  report.  The  list  is  arranged  in  groups 
adapted  to  different  grades. 

Montana  The  lists  must  include  books  for  supplementary  work  and 
all  books  must  be  selected  from  the  lists  approved  by 
the  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 
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N ew  York-  School  libraries  must  consist  of  reference  books  for  use 
in  the  school  room,  suitable  supplementary  reading  books 
for  children,  or  books  relating  to  branches  of  study  being 
pursued  in  the  schools,  and  pedagogic  books  as  aids  to 
teachers.  In  1891, -Regents '  Bulletin  No.6  contained  a 

i 

classified  list  of  books  suitable  for  graded  and  high 
schools  and  academies,  with  full  descriptive  notes.  The 
list  was  prepared  by  Miss  Mary  S.  Cutler,  Vic e-Di recto r 
of  the  New  York  State  Library  School. 

North  Dakota .  The  lis=t  must  include  books  for  general  reading  as 
well  as  for  school  work.  It  must  exclude  all  books 
unsuited  to  the  cultivation  of  good  character  and  good 

t 

morals  and  manners,  and  no  sectarian  publications  devoted 
to  discussions  of  sectarian  differences  and  creeds  shall 
be  admitted  to  the  library. 

Wisconsin.  School  libraries  must  consist  of  books  for  general 

reading  as  well  as  for  school  work.  The  state  publishes 
a  classified  list  arranged  according  to  grades,  v/ith  very 
full  descriptive  notes.  There  is  a  supplementary  list 
for  high  schools.  The  latest  list  was  issued  July  1894, 
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but  a  new  edition  is  nearly  ready, 

Loc  at  ion . 

California  Libraries  must  be  kept  when  practicable  in  the  school 
hous  e  s , 

Maryland  Libraries  shall  be  kept  in  the  school  building  during 
the  school  term. 

Mon  tan  a  Libraries  must  be  kept,  when  practicable,  in  the  school 

hous  es . 

New  York  The  school  library  shall  be  kept  in  the  school  building 
at  all  times, 

Pennsylvania  The  board  may  set  aside  the  whole  or  any  part  of 

any  school  house  for  the  accomodation  of  the  library,  or 
may  erect  a  new  building, 

V/i  scons  in  During  the  periods  that  the  school  is  in  session,  the 
library  shall  be  placed  in  the  school  house. 

Legislation  on  this  point  became  necessary  because  of 
the  great  loss  of  books  v/hen  allowed  to  be  stored  in 


different  places 
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Use 


California  The  library  is  free  to  all  pupils  of  a  suitable  age 


belonging  to  the  school.  Any  resident  of  the  district 
may  have  the  privileges  of  the  library  by  paying  a  fee. 


New  York  The  school  library  shall  not  be  used  as  a  circulating 


library  except  that  so  far  as  the  rules  fixed  by  the 
state  superintendent  shall  allow,  teachers  and  school 
officers  or  pupils  may  borrow  for  a  limited  time  any  book 
not  needed  for  reference  in  the  schoolroom.  The  public 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  use  any  library  in  the  custody 
of  the  school  authorities. 


XoTr’tb 


So-utwh  Dakota  The  school  library  is  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 


of  the  school  district.  Books  are  loaned  only  to 


residents  of  the  District 


Wise  ens  in  Books  may  be  loaned  to  teachers,  pupils,  or  other 
residents  of  the  district. 


From  this  summary  we  find  mandatory,  permissive,  and  sugges¬ 
tive  legislation;  we  find  in  all  cases  meagre  appropriations;  we 
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find  libraries  limited  to  reference  books  and  libraries  for 

general  readingj,  find  libraries  limited  to  the  schools,  and 

Vee. 

libraries  1  iift4t ed  to  all  residents  in  the  district j  wWe  find  the 
older  states  discouraging  district  libraries,  and  developing  free 
public  libraries,  while  the  newer  states  are  establishing  district 
libraries  as  forerunners  of  something  better. 

The  original  district  library  was  a  collection  of  books  for 

(V 

the  people  living  in  certain  school  districts  and  might  be  kept 
anywhere  in  the  district.  Defects  in  legislation  and  adminis¬ 
tration  have  caused  this  type  of  library  to  fail  of  its  highest 
usef uln  ess , 

The  modem  district  library  seems  to  be  primarily  for  the 
pupils  anr  is  kept  in  the  school  house.  Out  of  twenty-two  states 
which  reported  legislation  for  school  libraries,  only  one  mentioned 
high  school  libraries,  two  or  three  implied  them,  and  the  general 
inference  is  that  the  others  limited  their  financial  aid  to  the 
grades,  although  four  states  printed  lists  of  books  suitable  for 
high  schools. 

The  reports  were  concerned  with  state  aid  only,  and  do  not  by 
any  means  furnish  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  high  school  libraries. 
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Many  of  these  libraries  depend  upon  municipal  aid  either  by  provis¬ 
ion  of  the  city  charter  or  by  the  authority  Vested  in  the  board 
of  education,  but  in  the  small^places  they  depend  to  a  great  extent 
upon  the  individual  efforts  of  the  principal. 

It  has  always  been  granted  that  college  and  university 
libraries  were  necessary,  and  since  1835  there  has  been  a  growing 
sentiment  in  favor  of  common  school  libraries,  but  through  intent 
or  oversight  four  important  years  hi ave  not  been  provided  for. 

For  the  past  few  years,  the  American  Library  Association  has 
earnestly  advocated  state  aid  to  public  libraries,  and  since  its 
formation  in  1876,  it  has  .  earnest  ly  urged  the  cooperation  of  pub¬ 
lic  librafcias  and  public  schools,  (JtfXsT  the  opinion  of  the  members 
of  this  conference  that  the  public  library  can  furnish  all  the  books 
needed  in  the  high  schools. 

In  1890,  the  Editor  of  the  Library  Journal  said  "Let  the  scho&l 
librarians  raise  their  voices,  let  them  detail  their  difficulties 
and  wants.  Then,  if  the  experience  of  the  other  librarians  sug¬ 
gests  to  them  any  remedies  or  any  good  advice,  they  will  not  be 
backward  in  offering  it."  The  school  librarians  are  raising  their 
voices  and  they  say  that  state  legislation  is  necessary  in  order  to 
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have  concerted  action  and  to  force  into  activity  those  who  neglect 
their  opportunities.  When  the  libraries  fluctuate  v/ith  the  rise 
and  fall  of  successive  administrations,  their  usef u&ness  is 
seriously  threatened. 

If  legislation  is  necessary  for  common  school  libraries,  still 

of 

more  is  it  necessary  for  those  secondary  schools,  as  their  studies 
call  for  more  extensive  supplementary  reading  and  their  pupils 
should  prepare  themselves  for  an  intelligent  use  of  college 
libraries,  or  for  individual  reading  through  life. 

In  the  course  of  educational  evolution,  high  school  libraries 
v/ill  be  forced  by  the  very  students  who  have  profited  by  the 
advantages  of  the  common  school  libraries.  In  1876  the  U.,  S  ,  ,  ^ 
Bureau  of  education  while  reporting  favorably  on  c  cannon  school 
libraries  stated  that  most  of  the  collections  belonging  to  the 
secondary  schools  were  o$  a  miscellaneous  character,  consisting 
of  gifts  of  individuals.  There  has  been  a  great  improvement  since 
then,  and  it  is  now  quite  comnon  for  high  schools  in  cities  to  be 
;  furnished  with  reference  books  and  in  many  cases  with  books  for 
supplementary  reading^  also,  with  carefully  planned  reading  courses, 
but  the  smaller  places  need  encouragement  and  in  some  cases  force. 
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It  is  argued  that  the  public  library  must  be  induced  to  furnish 
books  to  the  schools  and  that  the  schools  should  not  duplicate. 

There  is  opportunity  for  each  to  work,  Each  high  school  needs 
reference  books  as  equipment,  and  it  needs  enough  copies  of  books 
assigned  for  supplementary  reading  to  supply  the  pupils.  It  would 
be  a  serious  matter  for  a  public  library  in  a  large  city  to  furnish 
supplementary  reading  for  all  of  the  high  schools.  It  would  be 
equally  serious  in  a  small  town  to  duplicate  extensively  on  ancount 
of  lack  of  funds. 

Economy  through  cooperation  can  be  realized  if  the 
public  library  will  make  the  high  school  a  substation,  and  send 

there  a  case  of  int erest ingbooks  for  general  reading.  If  the  high 

\ 

school  buys  books  for  general  reading,  aside  from  the  expense, 
there  is  the  danger  that  the  pupils  will  associate  the  books  with 
the  school  only,  and  so  lose  the  influence  of  a  library  upon  gradua¬ 
tion. 

As  the  school  can  exercise  a  more  steady  and  a  more  personal 
influence  over  the  pupil,  so  it  makes  the  best  reading  cente-',  and 
the  best  delivery  station  for  the  public  library,  but  it  should 
train  the  pupils  to  use  the  public  library  and  not  alienate  them 


from  it  . 
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Teachers  say  that  they  have  no  time  to  attend  to  a  school  library 
because  they  are  already  overworked.  Unless  the  teachers  take  an 
interest  in  the  library  and  enlist  the  intelligent  help  of  their 
students,  all  legislation  is  useless.  More  depends  upon  the  spirit 
of  the  teacher  than  upon  the  list  of  books.  Instruction  in  the  use 
ot  libraries  and  in  the  simplest  methods  of  administration  should 
be  given  in  normal  scnools,  Ihen  the  teacher  could  easily  instruct 
some  interested  pupil  to  work  under  his  direction  and  need  only 
sup  ervise . 

If  the  library  exceeds  one  thousand  volumes  it  will  pay  the 
board  of  education  to  secure  some  one  of  experience  to  properly 
arrange  io,  and  instruct  some  teacher  how  to  continue  it.  If  the 
Pourd  cannot  at  ford  this,  or  if  the  library  consists  of  only  a  few 
hundred  volumes,  it  would  be  an  evidence  of  the  true  missionary 
spirit  for  the  public  librarian  of  th.e  town  to  give  a  few  sugges¬ 
tions  for  arranging  the  books  neatly  and  in  order.  No  teacher 
need  say  that  he  has  ndtime  for  the  library  work  when  he  has 
before  him  constantly  such  an  efficient  staff  as  he  can  find  among 
his  older  pupils  and  every  teacher  knows  how  much  interest  is 
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added  to  a  piece  of  work  on  which  the  pupil  has  b  eery  personally 
engaged . 

Superintendents  complain  that  schoo}.  libraries  are  poorly 
supplied,  poorly  arranged  and  mismanaged.  Teachers  complain 
that  they  do  not  know  how  to  manage  the  libraries  nor  how  to 
make  them  available  to  the  students  when  the  resources  are  few. 

^ — -More  or  less  formal  administration  lends  dignity  to  the  library 
and  insures  its  protection. 

The  first  element  of  a  successful  school  library  is  to  grant 
free  access  to  the  shelves.  One  of  the  strongest  arguments  for 
the  ex»^eias4on  of  a  so;  ool  library  is  that  the  books  are  at  hand 
wh  en  wanted,  and  often  the  impulse  to  read  has  gone  by  the  time  the 
book  is  brought  frcrn  a  distance.  A  student  who  does  not  at  first 
care  for  books  will  be  unconsciously  influenced  by  their  presence 
and  if  allowed  to  b  rouse  among  them,  will  surely  find  something  to 
interest  him  and  will  absorb  many  other  things  by  the  way. 

Accesto  the  shelves  will  save  time  for  the  overworked 
teacher  and  will  serve  as  a  protection  against  loss  by  theft  by 
inculcating  a  sense  of  ownership  and. .pride, 

''-Th  e  most  valuable  result  of  open  shelves  for  young  people  is 
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that  it  develops  a  desire  to  own  books,  at  first  perhaps  as  furn¬ 
iture,  but  really  for  their  c ompanionship . 

If  access  to  the  shelves  is  allowed,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  classify  the  books  by  subject,  even  though  there  be  only  two 
hundred  volumes,  but  the  school  library  should  choose  a  system 
which  has  a  short  and  simple  notation.  Either  of  the  first  four 
classifications  of  the  CutdTer  expansive  system  or  the  abridged 
Dewey  Decimal  system  is  appropriate  for  a  small  library  and  is 
capable  of  extension  as  the  library  grows.  Besides  convenience 
of  arrangement  in  bringing  together  all  books  on  the  same  subject 
it  teaches  the  students  the  scope  and  relation  of  different 
sub  j  ect  s  . 

The  small  library  cannot  afford  Poole's  Index  to  Current 
Periodical  Literature,  nor  the  A.  L.  A.  .index  to  general  literature 
nor  can  it  afford  the  works  indexed  by  them 


But  the  small  library  has  many  works  of  collected  essays  and 
scattering  volumes  of  periodicals  which  contain  much  valuable 
material  if  accessible,  but  which  is  utterly  useless  unless  indexed. 
The  school  library  then  should  index  under  subject,  all  articles  in 


these  odd  volumes  to  supplement  the  books  on  those  subjects 


Often 


•J  '  «;  .S  *  *»'<  ’■  I  •  s'."  ;•  !•  ■;  '<  -  B  c-  •  '.JOiO  VOb  Ji 

.  •  •  i  ■  .  ■  ••  •■  >•;  •  •  .  ■ 

<bf  .  ;  / Is  ;i a 

5  ' 

.£  >8  /  X»;  '>.1  J  rue  >8  t>j  jud  ,  •  v  ..:r'Of: 

'  •  *aoi  ■  •  ■ 

.  3  evi  :  ,i.  £9  e 

JO  .:■■■'■  ■  ;-j  Y'-j/'v-i  :  n  •  r;  -  iioJcr-5  ue  ;*xt'  io  Idoqn 

eni  to  37100  :  Hr  *  ; .  ^o  -  gi.rsftj  d 

I.  1  r>8  .  ■■ 

:  ’  ;  •  Y  <u\  ■ 

.  ■:  •.  .  :  v/  .  J  ri  .  . .  •<  ■ . 

Y  '*  :  .  1  .  3'!  ~i  ■ 

. .  otj  m  n ; 

. i  1  *  ■ :  .  ■  rj- 1  L  , 

jr.  :  c  ;-!  .  •;  .  .  J  •  • 


-28- 


these  articles  will  be  the  only  material  which  a  wmall  libra ry  has 
on  s  ub  j  ec  t . 

If  a  city  high  school  supports  a  reading  room  and  saves  its 
periodicals  it  might  profitably  buy  the  Annual  literary  index  to 
periodicals  and  essays,  using  each  month  the  ]®  riodical  index  in 
the  Review  of  reviews. 

The  extensive  ref  erenc  e  work  desirable  in  secondary  schools, 
makes  it  necessary  for  the  teacher#  'to  secure  the  help  of  the  best 
students.  He  should  teach  them  to  help  themselves  by  first  working 
with  them  and  then  asking  them  to  help  others.  He  should  give 
talks  to  groups  of  the  students  about  the  reference  books.  He 

should  teach  them  that  reference  books  include  more  than  diction- 

>\  aVlases 

aries  ,  encyclopaedias  and  ©Alters,  He  should  give  them  questions 
to  look  up  to  test  their  familiarity  with  the  books.  He  should 
have  the  students  take  turns  in  looking  up  ,  ref  erences  on  debate 
questions  or  on  subjects  under  discussion  in  class,  and  he  should 
save  all  of  these  references  for  future  use. 

The  school  librarian  has  a dvant ag e  otf^the  public  librarian, 

as  he  knows  what  subjects  are  to  be  taken  up  in  the  various 
classes  and  when  they  will  cone,  so  that  he  can  anticipate  the 
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d  9nan  d  and  have  his  lists  ready.  The  subjects  recur  each  riband 

the  lists  need  additions  only  for  the  past  year  to  be  ready  for  use 
again , 

He  can  teach  history  by  having  a  bulletin  board  for  anniver¬ 
saries  and  on  this  post  references  to  the  event  celebrated, 

-  In  the  same  way  he  can  the  students  interested  in  current 

events  by  posting  clippings  from  the  daily  papers.  He  can  in¬ 
terest  them  in  art  by  attaching  to  the  pictures  or  c^sts  in  the 
room  references  to  the  artists  or  their  work,  and  it  is  within  the 
means  of  most  school  libraries  to  have  a  frame  in  which  pictures 

may  be  frequently  changed,  and  sor  exhibit  a  number  of  reproductions 
of  famous  works  of  art  , 

He  can  interest  them  in  music  by  posting  references  about  the 
selections  given  at  concerts  and  musicales  in  the  town. 

He  should  in  all  cases  induce  them  to  supplement  the  references 
in  the  school  library  with  information  found  elsewhere,  in  order 

to  cultivate  the  habit  of  exhausting  a  subject  and  of  using  other 
1  ibrari es  . 

He  should  anticipate  the  seasons  and  keep  in  touch  with  school 
sp o rt 3  so  that  the  hoyr  who  loves  nature  will  find  a  list  of  out- 
of-door  books  ready  for  him  and  the  aspirant  for  college  honors 
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will  find  practical  treatises  on  foot-ball.  He  should  remember  all 
holidays  especially  if  some  superstition  or  curious  custom  is 
associated  with  their  celebration,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  annual 
demand  for  the  Christmas  poem  and  to  tell  the  young  girls  how  to 
play  Hallowe'en  pranks. 

In  short  he  should  have  a  sincere  conviction  of  the  importance 
of  the  library  in  the  school  and  should  keep  in  touch  with  every 
element  of  the  student  body,  showing  them  the  resources  of  a  small 

collection  of  books  well  used,  teaching  them  to  appreciate  good 

i  r\  d  v  r\  C~ 

editions,  good  b-u4Xd-ing’  and  good  paper,  and  to  treat  books  as  their 
friends  , 

The  students  will  acquire  a  love  for  books,  they  will  do 

i 

better  and  broader  school  work,  they  will  gain  a  knowledge  of 
library  methods  which  may  benefit  their  town  libraries  later,  and 
they  will  carry  away  a  desire  to  own  books. 

These  suggestions  are  by  no  means  n  ew  to  librarians,  as  they 
are  carried  out  in  college  and  public  libraries  throughout  the  1  nd.j 
but  they  are  offered  to  the  librarian  in  a  secondary  school  who  is 
supposed  to  be  a  teacher  with  no  knowledge  of  library  work^~ fhey 
are  offered  because  of  a  firm  conviction  that  most  high  school 
libraries,  even  though  quite  well  equipped  fall  short  of  their 


. 

-o  40x  '  f — c.  c.  »  .  li  -I  la  .  ••,.  y  bx.f 

.  1/  *i<  i"->  ■>  :  ;  , ,  • 

£&■  -  ■'!  ;.7i  jftfn.  i  ...  }  X  ■ 

.  -3  "0  ' '  •"  t  1  •;  • 


'  '  i ..  o  9-f  ?•.  ri 


f’!  o  'V5  •  •  .  '  <)  i\  -I  X  .•  I  i 


« 


.  ..  • 


<  i.jf  : ::  U-4  \  t  '  '  i 


. 


Co  ill  v;  it  tl  jiooi  *iO‘i  9 voX  e  -i  i  > ;  i  f 


:c  •  O  :■  r  '■  <;:>  1C  I  J  )(•  '•)  -•  •  ■  ••  0 


.  ) 


J  l  .  t  SHCi  •  ■  f  i  -  't  .t  r:  i  ••  i  r-v 

3  ©  i  *  •  *•  r  .i  r.  I  Ip  /  t;.  .  i  c 


«•.  •  (  ..  L-  )8  •  &.\o  19,  «  »ii:  .  s  ittiX  of  jt'  r  •  1  .» 


-31- 


usefulness  because  mismanaged  or  because  not  managed  at  all;  and 
they  are  offered  further  because  of  the  many  inquiries  from  school 
libraries  as  to  how  much  of  so-called  library  science  is  necessary 
for  the  simple  and  orderly  administration  of  a  high  school  library. 

Mr.  Horace  E.  Scudder,  the  scholar,  and  friend  of  young  people^ 
writes  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly  for  November,  1893:  "Such  a  move¬ 
ment  as  this  (school  libraries)  should  be  followed  with  the  close¬ 
's  e_  w'vtV  e_vv*VVvvs\ a-sivv  H  r\e\  •VW&.vv 

est  attention  that  it  may  not,  as  in  earlier  inst  ances^  graduall  y 

lose  its  impetus.  We  do  not  think  this  will  be  the  history, 
because  the  movement  has  a  deeper  relation  than  previous  ones  to 
the  actual  condition  of  educational  methods." 


i 


I  X  3  ••  ^  '  '■v*  — 

\ 


.M' 


. 


t  /if 


<.<1 


n  °  “7 


'.9 


-  - 


i  if'  )  50 :  i  C  :  •  ;  ■ 

<U  '  v  z  .•:  ”  TH  0  ■.'>  ‘  ■'  >  ■  **•>  n  <  Jf 


■ 

-  ’  Cooiioe  >  ao.L1  :  1  ,  )ll 


'  <  ,  o 


-  :  iw 


.  :  .  s;  r 

, 


■■  J  CiC-f.O  ;  V  •  •;  .  ' " :  •  f  no  ■  ■*?  ■  ■  • .  !.■  •  ■  't  ;i  n:jVO:„  >  'j  id 

;  -  f. » I •:  ;;')j  lo  r.v,  r  x-  - r-o  d  X-ri.r  J 


